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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 37-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims appear drawn to computer software, which is non- 
statutory subject matter. The claims do not recite an appropriate computer readable storage 
medium or the computer structure for enacting the computer program. Furthermore the claim 
recites a propagated signal that is also non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-49 (claims 37-49 as. best understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,430,604 to Ogle et al. 

As concems claims 1 and 37, a notification system that reconfigures an electronic 
message to effect an enhanced notification, the system comprising: an input interface 
configured to receive at least one electronic message created by or on behalf of a message 
source for delivery to an intended recipient (jfigure 5a; $M); a matching engine configured to 
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determine whether the electronic message corresponds to a predetermined definition of an 
enhanced notification (figure S^a*^^^ a user information store configured to store information 
related to the intended recipient (ljgm| 5a| ); and an enhancement engine configured to 
reconfigure the electronic message to the enhanced notification if the information of the user 
information store indicates that the intended recipient is subscribed to receive the enhanced 
notification (figure 5ag^^ 

As concerns claims 2 and 38, wherein the user information store comprises a subscriber 
engine configured to store subscriber information associated with the intended recipient ^gu^| 
5a; i^i^f ctfli^ 

As concems claims 3 and 39, wherein the subscriber engine is configured ftirther to 
provide the intended recipient with an opportunity to subscribe to the enhanced notification if 
the intended recipient is not subscribed already Ccp]Wn^7 
bptiqns 

As concems claims 4 and 40, wherein the user information store comprises presence 
information related to the intended recipient (figure 31). 

As concems claims 5, 26 and 41, wherein the presence information includes information 
related to online presence of the intended recipient at a time at which the enhancement engine is 
preparing to provide the enhanced notification to the intended recipient (Igure l). 

As concems claims 6 and 42, wherein the information related to the current online 
presence of the intended recipient includes information indicating a delivery mechanism 
associated with the online presence of the intended recipient at a time at which the enhancement 
engine is preparing to provide the enhanced notification to the intended recipient QSgufe 3). 
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As concerns claims 7 and 43, wherein the presence information includes information 
indicating that the intended recipient physically is present within a predefined range of one or 
more of the delivery mechanisms potentially available to the intended recipient at a time at 
which the enhancement engine is preparing to provide the enhanced notification to the intended 
recipient (Sgu^i|). 

As concerns claims 8, wherein the predetermined definition of the enhanced notification 
comprises a system definition (figure^;). 

As concerns claim 9, wherein the predetermined definition of the enhanced notification 
ftirther comprises a preference of the intended recipient (f^Sel). 

As concerns claim 10, wherein the predetermined definition of the enhanced notification 
comprises a data structure (pdumn^ configured to accommodate a system 

definition and a preference of the intended recipient. 

As concerns claims 1 1 and 29, wherein the enhanced notification includes a cascaded 
delivery definition (bgiumn J, lines 3g!r4Q). 

As concerns claims 12, 30 and 44, wherein the cascaded delivery definition lists several 
delivery mechanisms (figure 3-muhiple delivery mechanisms), and wherein the enhancement 
engine is configured fiirther to use the presence information to select a delivery mechanism 
from within the cascaded delivery definition that appears available to provide the enhanced 
notification to the intended recipient without significant delay (figure 3(). 

As concerns claim 13, wherein the cascaded delivery definition includes an instant 
message delivery mechanism (403:). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/7 1 5,206 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2151 

As concerns claim 14, wherein the cascaded delivery definition includes an email 
delivery mechanism (|||). 

As concems claims 15, 3 1 and 45, wherein the enhanced notification includes a lifespan 

c 

As concems claims 16, 32 and 46, wherein the lifespan comprises a time period during 
which information of the enhanced notification reasonably may be expected usefully to inform 
an action of the intended recipient ^giSM^. 

As concems claims 17, 33 and 47, wherein the enhancement engine is configured further 
to vacate the enhanced notification provided to the intended recipient when the intended 
recipient does not access the enhanced notification during the lifespan ^Lgij ^e^W ii). 

As concems claims 18, 34 and 48, wherein the enhancement engine is configured further 
to provide a plurality of instances of the enhanced notification to the intended recipient based on 
the lifespan and to sense that an instance of the enhanced notification has been accessed by the 
intended recipient (IgufeiSBi), and, in response, to vacate an instance of the enhanced 
notification not yet accessed by the intended recipient (colvinn ^^^^ 

As concems claims 19 and 36, wherein the enhanced notification is configured to provide 
the intended recipient with access to the electronic message by interacting with an aspect of the 
enhanced notification (user Hiter^||^^ 

As concems claims 20, 36 and 49, wherein the system is ftirther configured to update or 
eliminate a related instance of the enhanced notification based on the user interacting with the 
enhanced notification (bolunm 7, lines 35:745:). 
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As concerns claim 21, wherein the matching engine is configured further to match the 
electronic message to the predetermined definition of the enhanced notification based on a 
source and a content of the electronic message (ligure.^). 

As concerns claim 22, further comprising a notification archive (registrj^) configured to 
store a plurality of enhanced notifications and to record historical information related to at least 
one of the enhanced notifications. 

As concems claim 23, a method of reconfiguring an electronic message to effect an 
enhanced notification, the method comprising: receiving an electronic message of a first type; 
detecting at least one of a message source, a message destination, and message content 
characteristics; accessing criteria that is stored and related to at least one of message source, 
message destination, and message content characteristics; evaluating whether or not to 
reconfigure the electronic message as a second type message based on at least one of the 
message source, the message destination, and the message content characteristics determined; 
and reconfiguring the electronic message when one of the message source, the message 
destination and the message content characteristics match the accessed criteria (figure 5a). 

As concems claim 24, the method of claim 23 further comprising: accessing stored 
criteria related to a' subscriber status; evaluating whether or not to reconfigure the electronic 
message as a second type of message based on the determined subscriber status; and 
reconfiguring the electronic message only when the subscriber status indicates that an intended 
recipient of the electronic message is subscribed (figwieVS; figi^^ 
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As concerns claim 25, the method of claim 23 further comprising: determining presence 
information of an intended recipient; and reconfiguring the electronic message based on the 
presence information of the intended recipient (figure 3). 

As concerns claim 27, the method of claim 23 further comprising: accessing stored 
criteria related to a system definition; evaluating whether or not to reconfigure the electronic 
message as a second type message based on the determined system definition; and reconfiguring 
the electronic message based on the system definition (figiyyre 3^ figure 5a). 

As concems claim 28, the method of claim 23 further comprising: accessing stored 
criteria related to a user preference; evaluating whether or not to reconfigure the electronic 
message as a second type message based on the determined user preference; and reconfiguring 
the electronic message based on the user preference (figure 3, fijgxire 5a). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. USPN 6,208,896 discloses expiration of a time period. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on 571-272-3440. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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